Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 01936 1021 17Z 

14 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-06 10-10 ISO-OO FEA-01 AGR-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 CIEP-01 SS-15 
STR-04 TAR-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-01 
/097 W 

003414 

R 102100Z IUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9883 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
USMISSION GENEVA 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE WELLINGTON 1936 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, GATT, NZ 

SUB J : NAFTA BIENNIAL REVIEW 
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1. ECON/COMM COUNSELOR PASSED INFO REFTEL A TO TED 
WOODFIELD OF TRADE POLICY DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF TRADE 
AND INDUSTRY. HIS REACTION WAS RELAXED. WHEN ASKED IF 
HE HAD ANY COMMENTS HE REPLIED THAT U.S. POSITION WAS 
"UNDERSTANDABLE”. 

2. ECON/COMM COUNSELOR RECALLED RECENT NEWS ON 

NZ/AUSTRALIA NAFTA RELATIONS (REFTEL B) AND OBSERVED THAT IT WOULD 
APPEAR FROM REPORTS THAT GNZ MIGHT ALSO BE CONCERNED OVER 
LACK OF INCREASE IN THE PERCENTAGE OF BILATERAL TRADE 
COVERED BY NAFTA. WOODFIELD REPLIED HE DIDN'T NEED 
TO COMMENT ON THAT.MEANING HE COULDN'T AGREE MORE. 
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3. COMMENT: IT IS EVIDENT AUSTRALIA'S ACTIONS 
REGARDING NAFTA COMMITMENTS HAVE BECOME A SOURCE OF 
GROWING FRICTION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, AT LEAST 
IN THE TRADE AREA, AND THIS AREA IS IMPORTANT TO NZ. 
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